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Cast vs. Wrought Iron

 Repairs for cast and wrought iron differ, so it is impor- 

tant to first identify the type of ironwork you have. Some 

ornamental ironwork contains a mixture of both.

Cast Iron 

 High carbon content, brittle

 Heated to a molten, fluid form and poured into molds

 Good for complex or repetitive patterns

 More prone to rust

 Mechanically fastened together, by bolts for example

Wrought Iron 

 Malleable, lower carbon content

 Hand shaped by heat and force 

 Best for geometric or curvilinear designs

 Less likely to rust, was sometimes waxed for protection

 Fastened with rivets or by fusing 
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The caption on this page from the 1939 Lorio Iron Works catalogue reads, “Above pat-
terns Nos. 110-A, 110… are known as the ‘Pontalba designs’ and are made from castings 
of the original ironwork of the Pontalba building…” Courtesy the Historic New Orleans 
Collection, accession number 71-20-L

Stately cast-iron verandahs grace this home at 600 Esplanade Ave.
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Tips for Maintaining Cast Iron
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Repairing loose connections:

h -

When it is necessary to remove 

failing paint and corrosion the 

following is the preferred method: 
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Preservation in Print

-

Pattern guide from a Luther Homes Catalogue dating 
between 1854 and 1861. Courtesy the Historic New Orleans 
Collection, accession number 1981.20.44.3

-

THE GOLDEN AGE 
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 CAST IRON RESTORATION
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Cast Iron and the Crescent City

Historic Buildings of the French Quarter 
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